CLASSIC CRIMES
with Rose down to the end. The suggestion of the defence
that these two parted on the top of the mountain was excluded
by the facts of the case. If, then, the prisoner robbed and
buried the body, was his the hand that caused the death ? The
supposition that Rose's death was the result of an accident,
and that the robbery and secretion of the body was the work
of the prisoner, was so inherently, so wildly improbable that,
even apart from the medical evidence, the jury must hesitate
to give it credence. If such were indeed the fact, it indicated a
depravity of mind but little removed from that which led to
murder. The Solicitor-General then discussed the nature of
the locus and the character of the injuries to the body, and
examined the conflict of medical testimony. The prisoner's
own behaviour, he said, afforded the readiest solution of what
had really happened. He asked them to apply to it the
ordinary standard of human conduct, and to say if any man
could have so acted who was not the murderer of Rose. As
to mtftive, the prisoner probably expected to get more by the
murder than he actually got, but having done it, he had to
go through with it. Finally, counsel submitted that the
prosecution had established beyond reasonable doubt that
the prisoner at the bar was guilty of the crime with which he
was charged.
The Dean of Faculty then addressed the jury for the
defence. He agreed with the prosecutor that if the case were
true, this was a murder unprecedented and incredibly atrocious.
If so, the onus of proof was all the he^ier upon the Cfown,
Every probability, he might say every possibility, -\&as against
it. Even if they came to the conclusion that murder had been
committed, of which he hoped to shew there was no evidence,
they must consider whether there was sufficient' proof that
the murder was committed by Laurie. Thtey would bear'iqi
mind that suspicion was not proof. Before they could arrive
at a verdict of " Guilty/' they must be cleafr in thek minds upon
these points. He then described the injuries to the body, and
pointed out that there were no signs of any struggle or of the
body having been dragged, nor was it suggested that
instrument had been found in the neighbbnrhaod to
the infliction of the injuries could be attributed. All
were upon the left side* No right-handed
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